
‘ Karibuni ’ 
Information about Tanzania 

Tanzania is in central east Africa and is bordered by Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Zambia, Malawi, and Mozambique. There is a coastline on 
the Indian Ocean. 
 
A unitary republic, there are 26 mikoa (regions) in the United Republic of Tanzania. Jakaya 
Mrisho Kikwete is the head of state and was elected in 2005. Dodoma has been the capital 
since 1996. From the country’s independence to 1996, Dar es Salaam was the capital. Dar es 
Salaam is still the country’s commercial center and the seat of many government agencies. 
Tanzania acts as the seaport for many of the country’s landlocked neighbors. 
  
History 
Tanzania is one of the earth’s oldest known continuously inhabited areas. There are fossil 
remains of humans and hominids that date back more than 2 million years. Tanzania is believed 
to have been populated by Cushitic and Khoisan speaking people. Bantu speakers arrived 
approximately 2,000 years ago. Niloltic pastoralists arrived later and continued to do so up to 
the 18th century. Since the early first millennium AD, merchants from Western India and the 
Persian Gulf visited the East African coast. Islam began to be practiced in the area around the 
8th or 9th century AD. Omani Sultan Seyyid Said claimed the coastal strip and moved his 
capital to Zanzibar City in 1840. The city became the Arab slave trade’s center around this time. 
Of the Arab-Swahili population in Zanzibar, 65 percent to 90 percent were enslaved. Tippu Tip 
was one of the most famous slave traders in the region. Msiri and Mirambo led the Nyamwezi 
slave traders. Germany conquered what became modern day Tanzania, Rwanda, and Burundi 
in the late 1800s. This area was incorporated into German East Africa. The British attempted a 
failed invasion during World War I. After repulsing the British, German General Paul von Lettow-
Vorbeck began a guerilla campaign. After the war, the League of Nations made the area a 
British Mandate with the exception of a small area given to Belgium that became Burundi and 
Rwanda. In 1961, British rule ended when the country transitioned to independence relatively 
peacefully. The Tanganyika African National Union (TANU) was the leading political 
organization in Tanzania.  
Julius Nyerere, who formed the TANU, became the Prime Minister at independence. Soon after 
taking power, he committed to Pan-African socialism. Large industries and banks were 
nationalized. When the Arab dynasty in Zanzibar was ousted in the Zanzibar Revolution, it 
merged with Tanganyika to form Tanzania in 1964. The economy faltered in the late 1970s. 
Tanzania aligned with China in exchange for aid. Beginning in the mid-1980s, the government 
borrowed from the IMF and instituted some reforms. The GDP and per capita income grew. 
 
 
Politics 
Members of the National Assembly and the president are elected by popular vote for five year 
terms. The prime minister is appointed by the president. The president chooses the cabinet from 
the members of the National Assembly. The president is also permitted to nominate ten non-
elected parliament members. One party, Chama Cha Mapinduzi (Party of the Revolution), 
dominates the state and is in power. The National Assembly is unicameral and has 295 
members. These include the Attorney General and five members from Zanzibar’s House of 
Representatives. 20 percent of the seats are reserved for women. Chama Cha Mapinduzi holds 
93 percent of the seats. Laws related to certain designated union matters are valid in Zanzibar. 



In Zanzibar, its House of Representatives have jurisdiction over all matters not related to the 
union. It has 76 members with 50 of them elected by the people, ten appointed by Zanzibar’s 
president, five ex officio members, and the attorney general. 15 seats are allotted for women. 
The members of the House and the President of Zanzibar serve five year terms. 
There are five levels of the judiciary that combine Islamic, British, and tribal systems of law. 
From the primary courts, appeals go to the district courts, magistrate courts, high courts, and 
the Court of Appeals. The Chief Justice of Tanzania appoints the judges except those on the 
High Court and the Court of Appeals, whom the president appoints. The system in Zanzibar has 
a similar system, with the exception of Islamic and constitutional issues which are appealed to 
the union’s courts. 
 
Regions 
There are 26 regions in the country, with 21 on the mainland and five in Zanzibar. There are 
also 99 districts with a local council in each. 114 councils operate in the districts. 22 are 
classified as city councils, town councils, or municipal courts. 
 
Tourism 
If you are looking for a great African adventure, look no farther than Tanzania. The country 
teems with wildlife, it hosts fine safaris, and, of course, it possesses a jewel in Mount 
Kilimanjaro. The Kilimanjaro National Park tops the list of Tanzania’s amazing sites; there are 
also the Tarangire and Lake Manyara national parks, the latter of which houses the Tanzania 
Great Rift Valley; the Ngorongoro Conservation Area, declared a World Heritage Site in 1978, 
and the Serengeti National Park, which boasts the greatest concentration of wildlife, as more 
than 3 million large animals migrate to the area each year. Tanzania also boasts a gorgeous 
coastline. This country is a must whether you are of the adventurous type or just want to indulge 
in leisurely activities. 
 
Facts 
Meaning of Country’s 
name 

A combination of the names of two states that merged to form this
country, Tanganyika, and Zanzibar 

Capital Dodoma 
Largest Cities Dar es Salaam, Mwanza, Zanzibar, Morogoro 
Population 49,639,138 (2014 est) 
Country Code 255 
Internet Country Code .tz 
Area 364,898 sq mi (945,203 km sq) 
Area-Comparative Slightly larger than twice the size of California 

Bordering Countries 
Tanzania, Mozambique, Malawi, Zambia, Congo-Kinshasa, Burundi, 
Rwanda, Uganda, Kenya 

Date of Founding 
(Current State) April 26, 1964 
Type of Government Republic 
Languages Spoken Swahili, English 
Religions Practiced Muslims (40%), Christians (40%), Others (20%) 
GDP per Capita $1,700 (2013 est) 
Latest GDP Growth 
Rate 7 % (2013 est) 
Top Exports Cashews, Cloves, Coffee, Tea, Cotton 

National Holidays 

New Year’s Day – January 1, Zanzibar Revolution Day – January 12, 
Birth of the Prophet – February 26, Good Friday – April 2, Easter 
Monday – April 5, Union Day – April 26, International Labor Day –



May 1, Saba Saba (Industry’s Day) – July 7, Nane Nane (Farmers’ 
Day) – August 8, Eid al-Fitr (Ramadan) – August 11, Nyerere Day –
October 14, Eid al-Adha – November 16-17, Independence and 
Republic Day – December 9, Christmas Day – December 25, Boxing 
Day – December 26 

Money Currency Tanzanian Shilling (TZS) 
National Sports 
Teams 

Tanzania National Cricket team, Tanzania National Women’s Cricket
Team, Tanzania Women’s National Football Team 

Random Fact Tanzania is the home to Mt. Kilimanjaro, the tallest peak in Africa 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
Tanzania Parks & Reserves information 
 
Ngorongoro Conservation Area 
In the Great Rift Valley, that great schism in the earth's crust, lies the wonderful Ngorongoro 
Crater, one of the wonders of the natural world. It is an extinct volcano that collapsed in on itself 
around 25 million years ago thus forming a vast superbowl where the largest permanent 
concentration of African game is on display. The central bowl, the caldera, has sides roughly 
1,950 feet high and a flattish centre with a diameter of about ten miles. The views from the top 
of the crater wall are absolutely breathtaking. The crater walls are forested but four wheel drive 
vehicles will take you down into this primeval paradise of woodland, lake, river, swamp and plain 
that shelters around 20,000 animals. Many of these are the large grazing animals such as 
wildebeest, buffalo, gazelle and zebra who depend on the open grasslands in the crater. These 
attract the attendant predators, the black-maned lion, the leopard and hyena. The elephant 
found within the caldera tend to be the lone males who have left the herds in the forested crater 
rim. When the water stocks are low elsewhere the animals within this micro-world turn to the 
swamps for fresh water and food. Elephants feed on the giant sedges and hippo wallow in the 
pools. The Fever Tree forests shelter monkeys, bushbuck and waterbuck and the few black 
rhino that have taken refuge here. A soda lake, fed by the Munge river attracts water birds, 



including flamingos and is a favourite place for predators to make their kill. Wildly beautiful as it 
is, it is not surprising that Ngorongoro Crater has been called a Garden of Eden. The 
conservation area also encompasses several other volcanos, one of which, Oldonyo Lengai, is 
still live. You may struggle to the top, if you wish, to gaze into its open and sulphurous maw but 
many prefer to admire from afar. One of the most fascinating attractions in the area is the 
Olduvai Gorge, where an old river has carved away the rock to expose layer upon layer of 
volcanic soil. This is where Dr Louis and Mary Leakey found the remains of hominids 
"Nutcracker Man" and "Toolmaking Man". The "Cradle of Mankind" now has a visitor centre 
where you may hear a short lecture on the the work of the Leakeys and their successors and a 
small museum where you may see some of their finds, including a giant giraffe - it is hard to 
believe that they were once even taller! 
 
Serengeti National Park 
George Adamson, co-raiser of Elsa the lioness, and husband of "Born Free" author Joy 
Adamson, visited the Serengeti in the early sixties and describes the experience in "Pride and 
Joy", his autobiography. At this time he considered it probably the greatest of all game reserves 
in Africa and one man was mainly responsible - Bernhardt Grzimek, Director of Frankfurt Zoo. 
The Serengeti had suffered terribly from over-zealous hunting in the 1930's and from large-
scale killing of game during the war. Grzimek applied himself to the tensions between Maasai 
need for grazing and the indigenous wildlife. He and his son carried out a massive survey, using 
planes to quantify the game, and identifying and logging the plantlife. He used his best-seller 
"Serengeti Shall Not Die" to raise funds and publicise the exercise. Thanks to the Grzimeks, and 
to John Owen who established a renowned scientific research establishment there, the 
Serengeti still has an amazing concentration of wildlife. The 14,763 square kilometres of the 
Serengeti are probably most famous for being the southern end of the Great Migration. Every 
year over 1.5 million animals, mostly wildebeest but also zebra and Thompson's gazelle, follow 
their instincts and move through the western corridor on their 1000 kilometre journey to the 
fresh grazing of the Masai Mara. Predators pick off the weak, the laggardly and the young and 
crocodiles feast as the vast herd crosses the rivers but they continue their trek, as they have 
done since time immemorial. This is one of the earth's great sights - but it is by no means all the 
Serengeti has to offer. The vast, flat central plains, made fertile by the ashes of the none 
volcanos of the Ngongoro highlands, are places of huge skies, of shimmering heat hazes, yet 
also of delicate wild flowers blooming after the rains. The savannah, sprinkled with Acacia 
Tortilis, has majestic termite mounds and rock formations called kopjes which make great 
vantage points for predators. The lion are abundant, the leopard are plentiful (yet still secretive) 
and black rhino and cheetah both breed here. There are more than 500 species of bird and, 
interestingly, 100 subspecies of dung beetle - a sign of a varied animal population! Ndutu, in the 
south, has small lakes where you may see hippo and water birds. Perhaps one of the best ways 
to see the Serengeti is a hot air balloon ride when, in the cool of the early morning, you may 
admire the grandeur, the vastness and the stunning landscape. page 100 of g. adamson - 
serengeti shall not die - Bernhardt Grzimek, Director of Frankfurt zoo. 
 
Tarangire National Park 
Tarangire National Park , situated only 120 km from Arusha and South East of Lake Manyara 
National Park is famous for its dense wildlife population which is most spectacular between 
June and December. During this time of the year, thousands of animals migrate from dry 
savannah grasslands to Tarangire River looking for water. Among other species to be seen at 
Tarangire are rhino, buffalo, elephant, lion, warthog, eland, the fringe-eared oryx, lesser and 
greater kudu, gerenuk, and large numbers of impala. The park is also famous for tree-climbing 
pythons and abundant birdlife. 
 



More attractions 
Mount Kilimanjaro: Whether you prefer standing at a distance and looking up at this massive 
mound of earth or tickling its back while hiking along its ridges, Mount Kilimanjaro is a site not to 
be missed. For the adventurous, the climb takes about five days and leads you through thick 
forests, peaceful grasslands, glaciers, and rocky terrain. Consider the climb only if you can call 
yourself an experienced climber; beginners should not attempt to summit Kilimanjaro. Be sure to 
plan your trip thoroughly with a guide if you plan on making the climb. 
 
The Great Rift Valley: A number of national parks play host to this famous geological 
attraction. The Great Rift Valley runs to just over 5,400 miles and features lakes, volcanoes, and 
steep gorges. It also attracts a vast array of water wildlife, such as flamingos and pelicans. 
 
Stone Town: The heart and soul of Zanzibar, Stone Town hasn’t changed much in the past 200 
years. Once one of the most important trading ports on the Indian Ocean, Stone Town became 
a center for wealthy traders, who built grand houses with elaborate wooden doors. Visit 
Livingstone’s old house, the Palace Museum, the Arab Fort, and the bazaar, and take time to 
wander along the narrow streets and alleyways to get a feel of this historic town. 
 
Diving and Snorkeling: These activities are abundant off both the Tanzanian coast and the 
surrounding islands. Large coral reefs with tropical fish and whale sharks attract world-class 
divers from all over the world. If you are a beginner or a seasoned pro, be sure to check out 
some of the finest unbleached coral in the Indian Ocean. 
 
Hot-Air Balloon Ride at the Serengeti National Park: Though somewhat expensive, this 
sophisticated mode of touring the park begins with spectacular views of natural beauty and 
wildlife and ends elegantly with a glass of champagne in the middle of the African bush. We 
urge you: Do not forget your camera! 
 
Advice 
1. Tanzania’s official name is the United Republic of Tanzania. The country consists of the 
states of Tanganyika and Zanzibar, which were united in 1964. It is bordered to the north by 
Kenya and Uganda, to the west by Rwanda, Burundi, and Democratic Republic of Congo, to the 
south by Zambia, Malawi, and Mozambique, and to the east by the Indian Ocean. 
 
2. The official currency is the Tanzania shilling. Some major credit cards are accepted in large 
city hotels, but for all other transactions, bring local cash. 
 
3. The official language of Tanzania are Kiswahili. Other languages include Kiunguja (the name 
for the Swahili language in Zanzibar), English, Arabic, and 125 tribal languages. 
 
4. The mainland population is almost evenly divided as to religion: 30 percent of the inhabitants 
are Christian, 35 percent are Muslim, and about 35 percent follow local religions and practices. 
Zanzibar itself is almost entirely Muslim. 
 
5. There are at least 127 known tribes in Tanzania. The Maasai tribe, possibly the best known 
tribe of them, generally consists of cattle herders and lives in the northern region of the country. 
 
Getting In and Around 
Visas: It is possible to obtain a visa upon arriving in Tanzania, but we highly recommend that 
you arrange that before you travel. Tourist visas are issued as single- or multiple-entry permits  
 



It is highly recommended that visitors get cholera and malaria vaccinations before their trip. If 
you are traveling to Tanzania from a surrounding country, it may be necessary to certify that you 
have been vaccinated against yellow fever as well. 
 
Transportation: Most travelers will fly into Dar es Salaam, Kilimanjaro, or Zanzibar. The national 
airline is ATC (Air Tanzania Corporation). ATC and Precision Air are the main providers of 
domestic flights and link most of the major towns in the country. 
 
Car travel is probably the cheapest and most widely used mode of transportation in Tanzania. 
Roads serve the rural population effectively, and driving is a great way to pass through the 
countryside and visit the smaller villages. 
 
The best and fastest, albeit pricey, way of traveling around the country is by plane. Tanzania 
has many small airports and airstrips that serve smaller towns; if you’re traveling on safari, you 
may have to plan to take a charter flight after landing at a bigger airport. 
 
There are two major rail lines in Tanzania: the TRC and the TAZARA. The TRC (Tanzania 
Railway Corporation) operates from Dar es Salaam to Tabora and branches off to either Kigoma 
or Mwanza. It also operates from Ruvu, branches to either Tanga or Moshi, and connects to the 
Kenyan railway system. The TAZARA (Tanzania–Zambia Railway Authority) connects Dar es 
Salaam with Zambia. 
 
Ferries offer an efficient (and exciting) way to travel the country’s coastline. Boats leave about 
every hour from Dar es Salaam and head toward the islands of Zanzibar and Pemba. Ferries 
also run on Lake Victoria, Lake Tanganyika, and Lake Nyasa. 
 
 
 
 


